IN THE IMAGE OF GOD  Prayer Service

A. Invite the children to sit in a circle on the floor.  Ask them to put their nametags on their backs.  

B. Read the Genesis account of creation as adapted below:  Have one or two persons read the light print, and someone else be the voice of God, reading the dark print.  Explain to the group that everyone is invited to join in on the phrase “AND GOD SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD” at a sign from the reader.

A reading from the book of Genesis:

In the beginning, when God created the universe, the earth was a formless wasteland, and darkness covered the abyss, while a mighty wind swept over the waters.  Then God said:  Let there be light and light was made.  AND GOD SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD.  Evening came, and morning followed, the first day.

Then God said:  Let there be a dome to separate the waters above the heavens from the waters below.  And let the dry land appear.  And so it happened.  God called the dome “the sky” and the dry land “the earth.”  AND GOD SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD.   Evening came, and morning followed, the second day.

Then God said:  Let the earth bring forth vegetation – every kind of plant and every kind of tree.  And so it happened. AND GOD SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD.   Evening came, and morning followed, the third day.

Then God said:  Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night.  And God made the two great lights, one to govern the day and one to govern the night, and he made the stars.  And so it happened.  AND GOD SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD.  Evening came, and morning followed, the fourth day.

Then God said:  Let the waters be filled with swimming creatures, and let birds fly beneath the sky.   And let the earth bring forth all kinds of living creatures: cattle, creeping things, and wild animals of all kinds.  And so it happened.  AND GOD SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD.  Evening came, and morning followed, the fifth day.

Then God said:  Let us make human beings in our own image and after our own likeness.  And so it happened.  God created human beings in his own image.  In God’s own image he created them.  Male and female he created them. And God looked at everything that he had made,  AND GOD SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD.  Evening came and morning followed, the sixth day.  

C
Say to the children:  I ask you now to put your heads down between your knees.  In the next few minutes someone from the team will come and take you by the hand.  When that happens. please stand up.

C. Continue with the creation narrative, using the following format:  

The person who is playing God’s role, will take the hand of each child and say the words in dark print.  The narrator will continue with the next sentence.  Everyone will respond with AND GOD SAW THAT (HE/SHE) WAS GOOD.  One of the team will then put an “Image of God” bracelet on the child’s wrist, the child will sit back down, and the narrator will continue with the next child.

Repeat for each child:

Then God said:  Let there be (Michael).  And God created (Michael) in his own image.  In his own likeness God created him.  AND GOD SAW THAT HE WAS GOOD.  

D. After all children have been “created”, say:  

And on the seventh day God rested, because he had finished with all the work he had been doing.  And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy.  AND GOD SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD.

E. Close by singing “Holy God We Praise Thy Name.”

